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Restricting Political Activity on State Time 
 
 

d 

ently, certain state employee organizations utilize state resources to collect money 
 their members for the express purpose of influencing political elections.   

 use of state resources for political purposes is inappropriate, wasteful, and does not 
 trust in state government. 

le the state has been deducting PAC contributions for certain organizations for years, 
tate Comptroller, after thorough legal analysis, recently concluded this practice is 

al.  Specifically, it is unlawful to use state-owned property “for the promotion or 
ncement of the interest of any candidate for the nomination or election to any public 
e in the State of Alabama.” 

 law also states “[n]o person in the employment of the State of Alabama, a county, 
city whether classified or unclassified, shall use any state, county, or city funds, 
erty, or time for any political activities.” 

ite these statutes, a lawsuit has been filed against the state in an attempt to force the 
 Finance Department into collecting money for certain political action committees.  
 litigation is frivolous and will likely cost taxpayers thousands of dollars. 

is bill do? 

 bill will clarify the law once and for all and prevent thousands of dollars in costly 
unnecessary legal fees. 

 legislation will clarify that it is illegal for any person employed by the State, a 
ty, a city, a local school board, or other government agency to use public resources 
ny political activity, including arranging for contributions—by salary deduction or 
rwise—to a political action committee. 

ther words, it will be illegal for any public agency to collect money that will be used 
olitical purposes.   

te 

 bill will be effective January 3, 2011. 








