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Protect the Public Trust Act 
 

d 
he Ethics Commission does not have the authority or the tools to provide the level of 
d transparency that Alabamians deserve.  Loosely written ethics laws and inefficient 
e hamstrung its ability to adequately protect the public trust.  This bill is designed to bolster 
ommission by adding much-needed powers to investigate corruption, uncover conflicts of 
 ensure transparency and accountability throughout all levels of government in Alabama. 

is bill do? 

 bill grants the Ethics Commission power to subpoena witnesses and evidence for use in 
stigations.  A four-fifths (4/5) vote of the Commission is required to exercise this authority. 

ently, it takes a vote of all five members of the Commission to investigate an allegation.  
 bill allows the Commission to investigate when four of the five members agree to do so. 

ently, only people with “actual knowledge” of an allegation can file an ethics complaint.  
 legislation will allow a person with “credible and verifiable information supporting the 
ations” to file a complaint.   

o allows the Ethics Commission to share evidence found during an investigation with the 
rney General (AG) or a district attorney (DA). 

n a case is referred to the AG or a DA, that official must report whether he or she intends to 
 action.  This must be done in writing to the Commission within 90 days. A written report to 
ommission is also required when action is taken.   

ently, members of the Ethics Commission continue to serve after the end of their term until a 
cement is confirmed.  Because the Senate has chosen not to hold a confirmation vote for 
 successor, some members of the Commission have continued to serve for years beyond 
 term.  This bill provides that an appointee to the Commission is confirmed if the Senate 
 not act on their confirmation.  It also sets an end date for Commissioners’ terms to further 
ent service past the end of their term. 

 bill also provides for online ethics seminars to allow elected officials and public employees 
l levels of government to receive proper ethics training. 
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